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SOUTH WEST NATIVE TITLE SETTLEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.05 pm]: I would like to provide an update 
to the house about the south west native title settlement. The south west settlement is Australia’s largest and most 
comprehensive native title settlement. 
On 26 April, the McGowan Labor government made the second of 12 annual state payments of $63 million to the 
Noongar Boodja Trust. This second payment will progress the benefits of the settlement, furthering opportunities 
for Noongar people to achieve sustainable social, economic and cultural outcomes. This annual payment comprises 
a future fund payment of $50 million plus indexation, and an operations fund payment of $10 million plus indexation. 
The future fund will be protected in order to grow its value over time so that future Noongar generations will 
benefit from the south west settlement. The operations fund will finance the operations of the six Noongar regional 
corporations and a supporting central services corporation. 
Since the south west settlement’s commencement last year, numerous significant milestones have been achieved, such 
as the first transfers of boodja to the Noongar Boodja Trust, and the establishment of the Noongar Advisory Company, 
which is anticipated to transition over 12 years to become the dedicated trustee. Important progress has also been made 
towards the establishment of the six Noongar regional corporations, which will likely be operational before the end 
of the year. These regional corporations will represent the rights and interests for six Noongar agreement groups. 
The south west settlement is an opportunity for the Noongar people to achieve sustainable social, economic and 
cultural outcomes, and the McGowan government’s second payment will enable the flow of benefits to continue. 
The McGowan government is committed to working in partnership with the South West Aboriginal Land and 
Sea Council to support the formation of the six regional corporations, as well as supporting the South West 
Aboriginal Land and Sea Council to transition as the central services corporation. I strongly encourage the Noongar 
communities’ continued participation in the establishment of their own regional corporations. I look forward to 
the commencement of the formal partnerships between the six regional corporations, the central services corporation 
and the McGowan Labor government that will lay the foundations for a prosperous and shared future for all 
Western Australians. 
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